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Differentiation stems from beliefs about
differences among learners, how they learn,
learning preferences and individual
interests.

Therefore, differentiation is an organized,
vet flexible way of proactively adjusting
teaching and learning methods to
accommodate each child's learning needs
and preferences in order to achieve his or

her maximum growth as a learner.

Anderson (from Wikipe)



Differentiated instruction is not a
checklist of strategies but a
philosophical approach to teaching
all students.

Carol Ann Tomlinson



The starting point
Knowing your students

The biggest mistake in teaching is to treat all
children as if they were variants of the same
individual and thus to feel justified in teaching
them all the same subjects in the same way.

H. Gardner



Differences among students

 Language level

* Learning rate

* Cognitive ability

* Learning style preference

* Ability to and way to communicate
 Motivation attitude effort

* Interests ~ Strengths ~Talents

* Gender

 Ethnicity Culture Background



Goals of Differentiation

e Academic achievement -in a CLIL context
in subject area and in FL

* Challenge level for achieving students
* Support struggling students

* |ncrease interest in and excitement about
learning

 |Increase student confidence in own
learning ability



In terms of differentiating for ability,
Extension Activities

* To learn more about the topic

 To accommodate learners’ interests

* To share a personal experience — to personalise
the learning

* To learn about a related topic

* To relate to current events

* To relate to historical events

* To transfer or apply new learning (to make
connections)

* To investigate career opportunities

* To increase intrinsic motivation for learning



Ways to differentiate learning

o Content objective: Explore and investigate important economic activities of people in the

locality or in a contrasting part of Ireland (Geography: Fifth and sixth class)

A
(4l Extended task: Design a brochure to attract tourists to your town using photos
- and persuasive writing accounts of the main places to visit. Include a map of the
town with suitable symbols and a legend.
—

1 Core task: Design a brochure for your town using photos and drawings. Write
short paragraphs under each picture. Include a map of the town showing 5
main places to visit.

elﬂodlﬂed task: Design a brochure for your town using photos and drawings.
Include one sentence for each photo/picture. Include a map of the town.

W

14







Directions: Compare and coniras! Clara Barlon and Fredenick Douglass in e squais
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Directions: Choose activities trom the Bst 50 show what you have leamed. Escnh
actrvly has & namber valon. You need 1o oarn at aast 20 points total.

Projects aro doe:

Project Choices

Worth 20 points sach
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> Wirte & Oer 10 Twe Fvvertor. Teal B mwencor what you e aboct Ps or e
FreerSOnS.

Worth 15 points sach
> Create & WANTED poster  3ciude T Fwvertacs slctums. navme. and &
CeSCrTion. Lt what P @ waried SOv, whtes e st Sand seen, and & Srwaeel
B Mahe & COMc SirD ADOUE o veraor. Croets aF Maast four Goomes.  Inchects
SOBOCH DLt Dies, 10,

Waoerth 10 poista cach
> Draw & Sooe e, Inchede ot et IO IO GVeresS SlOnl YT Frrertor

> Dasign e award 50 e M yous rwsetor.

Worth S podnts aach
& Makhe & Dapor Ohaim wilth ol leest seven ks, On sach Bk wile & Aot Aot e
L 2
= Nake a SO0 RANDET DOt TS TWErior.  INCRucs B2 Soast Orvd werson on 1
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Name:

“Think-Tac-Toe”

Select and complete activities from the choice board in a tic-tac-toe
design. When you complete the activities in a row you may decide to be

finished.

Or you may decide to keep going and complete more activities.

Can you design and
draw a building using
only squares? What
about using only
triangles? Circles?
Try it?

Use a Venn Diagram to
compare and contrast
two monuments of your
choice.

Design and draw an
original monument
celebrating a person,
place, or event of
your choice.

Is there one
monument that means
more to you

than the others? In
your writer’s
notebook, write
about it and how it
makes you feel.

Pretend you and a
friend are visiting the
Washington Monument.
What would you say to
each other? Write a skit
about your
conversation.
using puppets.

Act it out

Select your favorite
person who designed
a monument. Draw a
picture of him or her
next to the monument
he or she designed.
Write why this person
is your favorite.

Design a building
using a rectangle,
square, triangle and
circle in KidPix. You
may use more than
one of any shape.
Name your building.
Print your design.

Using the shapes templatg

on your computer
desktop, draw something

you spy in your classroom

that is a circle, square,
rectangle or triangle.
Write the name of the
object, if you can.

Play the
Patterns game
in Logic Blocks.
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Your task ....

In groups
Prepare TWO differentiated tasks:

1. About something you have seen / learnt
about here in Ireland

2. About your subject area which you will be
able to use with a group of your students



